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The governors and staff at Fairstead believe that homework is an important aspect 
of a child’s education. It encourages children to realise that learning can take 
place outside the classroom and promotes independent learning, thus encouraging 
the child to take greater responsibility for their progress. Homework allows 
parents, carers and the school to work in partnership for the benefit of their 
children 
 

The policy refers to commitments made in the home-school agreement 

 
Purpose 

Homework is encouraged throughout the school. To be most effective, parents, carers, 

children and staff need to understand its purpose. 

 It reinforces skills that have been taught in school and gives children a chance to 

practise what they have learnt 

 It encourages self discipline as the children take responsibility for their learning 

 It promotes independent learning 

 It provides opportunities for teachers to support and extend individual children 

 It sets standards for life and children become accustomed to working at home, 

preparing them for secondary school 

 It encourages children to share their learning with their parents and carers 

 It encourages parents and carers to become involved in their children’s learning 

 

 The headteacher will ensure that homework is: 

 an integral part of the curriculum and is planned and prepared alongside all other 

programmes of learning 

 appropriate to the age, ability and circumstances of the pupils, taking into 

account special educational needs 

 coordinated in order to be manageable for children on a daily basis 

 informed by DfE guidance about time commitments. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Teachers will ensure that: 

 homework is set and acknowledged in line with guidance and agreed standards 

 tasks are differentiated and well structured 

 pupils understand the purpose of the homework tasks 

 it is clear to pupils how their homework consolidates and extends the work they 

are doing in school. 

 

Pupils will be required to 

 spend the allocated time completing the tasks set 

 ensure that work is of good quality  

 return their work on time. 

 

Parents will encourage and monitor homework and inform their child’s teacher if an 

issue arises 

 

Assessment and Monitoring 

 All homework will be collected and acknowledged on a regular basis.  

 When homework is frequently missing or not completed, the child’s parent or 

carer will be informed by the class teacher 

 The governing body or its Curriculum Committee will receive an annual report 

from the headteacher that includes feedback from the surveys of pupils and 

parents. 

 

Inclusion 

All children will have access to homework that is relevant to their current stage of 

learning. Homework will follow the timetable for each year group, but will be 

differentiated to provide the appropriate challenge for each pupil. 

 

Timetable 

Homework is given across the school on a regular basis following the timetable below. 

From time to time, homework may vary in response to a particular activity such as an 

educational visit or may be added to, for those children not completing the required 

task in class. In these circumstances, the teacher will send home an explanatory note. 

 

 

 

 

 



Homework Timetable   

 

Homework will be set to consolidate the previous week’s learning.  Approach to 

homework should vary according to the age, ability and maturity of the pupil to ensure 

that all needs are met. 

 

Foundation Stage:  

Sounds to be given to children to practice with parents. From January reading books 

linked to the sound the child knows will be sent home. 

 

Years 1 and 2                                                         (1 hour each week) 

Reading: At least two sessions a week where each child shares a book or reads aloud to 

an adult or other family member. 

One piece of literacy homework, to take a maximum of 20 minutes to complete 
One piece of numeracy homework, to take a maximum of 20 minutes to complete  

Spelling or vocabulary work. 

 

Years 3 and 4                                                     (1.5 hours each week) 

Reading: At least two sessions a week where each child shares a book or reads aloud to 

an adult or other family member. 

One piece of literacy, either a writing or reading comprehension based activity, to take 

a maximum of 30 minutes to complete. 

One piece of numeracy homework, to take a maximum of 30 minutes to complete. 

A list of spellings, vocabulary extension or times tables to be studied. 

 

Years 5 and 6                                                    (2.5 hours each week) 

Reading: At least two sessions a week where each child shares a book or reads aloud to 

an adult or other family member. 

One piece of literacy homework 

One piece of numeracy homework 

A list of spellings, vocabulary extension or times tables to be studied. 

 

Children may also be asked to complete Science work or find out about a particular 

topic when necessary. 

 


