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This policy must be read in conjunction with the Teaching and Learning Policy, 

Marking and Feedback Policy and Curriculum Policy 

 
Rationale 

At Fairstead Community Primary and Nursery School we believe that assessment provides 

the basis of informed teaching, helping pupils to overcome difficulties and ensuring that 

teaching builds upon what has been learned. It is also the means by which pupils understand 

what they have achieved and what they need to work on.  

 

Formative assessment creates a positive learning environment where children can see the 

steps necessary for their own success. It enables teachers to set appropriate work at the 

level necessary for the children’s continuing progress.  

 

Summative assessment is important for accurate information regarding a child’s attainment 

and progress. It informs whole school target setting and prediction of a cohort’s future 

attainment. 

 

Aims and objectives 

The aims and objectives of this policy are: 

 

 To raise the standards of achievement throughout the school 

 To maintain accurate records of the progress and attainment of individual children and 

cohorts 

 To ensure consistency in assessing achievement and identifying achievable and challenging 

targets for each child 

 To enable the active involvement of pupils in their own learning through Learning 

Conversations 

 To enable teachers and other professionals to use assessment judgements to plan work 

that accurately reflects the needs of individual pupils 

 To provide regular information for parents that enables them to support their child’s 

learning  



 To provide the information that allows school leaders and governors to make judgements 

about the effectiveness of the school and to evaluate the school’s performance against 

its own previous attainment over time and against national standards 

 

Types of assessment: 

At Fairstead Community Primary and Nursery School, we use a combination of formative and 

summative assessment as outlined below: 

 

Formative Assessment (Assessment for Learning – AfL) 

Formative assessment is a powerful way of raising pupils’ achievement. It is based on the 

principle that pupils will improve most if they understand the aim of their learning, where 

they are in relation to this aim and how they can achieve the aim. 

 

Formative assessments are used to: 

 

 identify children’s strengths and gaps in their skills/knowledge 

 identify next steps for learning 

 inform future planning 

 enable appropriate strategies to be employed 

 facilitate the setting of appropriate targets for the class, group, and individual 

 track the child’s rate of progress 

 facilitate an evaluation of the effectiveness of teaching and learning  

 inform future teaching and learning strategies 

 identify individuals and groups for specific focused provision and support 

 

Summative Assessment - Assessment of Learning 

Summative assessment (Assessment of Learning) is important for informing both parents and 

teachers of a child’s attainment and progress. This will also inform whole school target 

setting and prediction of a cohort’s future attainment 

 

Summative assessments are used to: 

 provide termly assessments in reading, writing and maths 

 provide end of year assessments in Science  

 provide end of key stage test data against which the school will be judged 

 ensure statutory assessments at the end of EYFS, KS1 and KS2 and Year 1 phonics are 

met 

 provide information about cohort areas of strength and weakness to build from in the 

future 

 

Planning for assessment 

 The National Curriculum Programmes of Study and Early Learning Goals are used to guide 

our teaching. These documents provide us with the framework to ensure breadth and 

balance in our curriculum. 

 Lessons are planned with clear learning objectives, based upon the teacher’s detailed 

knowledge of each child. We strive to ensure all tasks set are appropriate to each child’s 

ability. The format of our lesson plans ensures that our lessons are planned in detail, 

taking into account the needs of all pupils. 



 Teachers use focused marking to assess children’s progress in relation to the planned 

learning objectives and set next steps to show where the child is in relation to this aim 

and how they can achieve it. Teachers use this information when planning for subsequent 

lessons.  

 

Assessment and Reporting 

 

Foundation Stage  

 During the first half of the Autumn term, baseline assessments will be conducted. 

 Teachers use assessment for learning (AfL) to provide on-going assessment, through the 

use of focused activities and/or observations of children’s work. Assessments are made 

against the Early Learning Goals at the end of the year.  

 Evidence to support the progress of children is documented in their Learning Journey. 

 All children have opportunities to discuss their progress and next steps in their learning. 

 

  

Key Stage 1 and 2 

 Teachers use assessment for learning (AfL) to provide on-going assessment, through the 

use of questioning techniques, focused marking and/or observations of children’s work 

against learning objectives and success criteria. This information is then used to assess 

progress towards meeting learning targets and to identify and set next step targets for 

each child. 

 Teachers use tracking materials for the children in each class as on-going basis to record 

progress and to identify next steps for learning in Reading, Writing, Maths and Science.  

 Year group targets are set based on previous assessment points. 

 The SEN Register and Provision Map ensure that children with identified special 

educational needs and those children not making expected progress are supported 

appropriately and their needs assessed regularly. Teachers also make use of the NAP        

(Norfolk Assessment Pathway) to assess SEN children and set appropriate targets. 

 Termly Pupil Progress meetings are used to identify and analyse progress and set targets, 

in reading, writing and maths for classes and cohorts. SEN pupil progress meetings are 

also in place to support target setting and next steps. 

 SIMs tracking grids for Reading, Writing (composition and VPGS), Maths and Science are 

kept by each class teacher on line, which can be accessed by the receiving teacher at the 

end of each academic year. 

 

 

Assessment Methods/Materials: 

Teachers use a range of assessment tools and materials (including e.g. analysis of children’s 

work in books, guided reading records and quiz/test results) alongside on-going focused 

marking to inform their assessment of progress for individual pupils and groups.  

 

Moderation 

Regular moderation, including with cluster/local schools, takes place each term to ensure 

consistency of levelling. Teachers meet to analyse children's work against National 

Curriculum expectations or Early Learning Goals. During the summer term, teachers in 



Reception, Year 2 and Year 6 are involved in formal teacher assessments, and as part of end 

of Key Stage assessments may be involved local authority moderation.  

 

Continuous Professional Development 

The school governors and leadership team will recognise and develop staff needs in 

assessment practices by providing appropriate professional development. The school will also 

develop and share good assessment practice with local schools within its cluster/local area.  

 

 

Links to other policies and documents 

Please refer to:  

 

 Teaching and Learning Policy 

 Marking and Feedback Policy 

 Curriculum Policy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 


