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Year    3    Topic:  Mysterious Mayans 

Geography 
Locate the world’s countries, with focus on North and South 

America and countries of particular interest to pupils. 

Understand geographical similarities and differences through 

the study of the human and physical geography of a region or 

area within North or South America. 

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 

locate countries and describe features studied. 

History            Mayan Civilization 

Investigate and interpret the past -Use evidence to ask questions and 

find answers to questions about the past. -Suggest causes and consequences of some 

of the main events and changes in history. 

Build an overview of world history- Describe the social, ethnic, cultural 

or religious diversity of past society. - Describe the characteristic features of the past, 

including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women and children. 

Communicate historically- Use appropriate historical vocabulary to 

communicate. -Use literacy, numeracy and computing skills to a good standard in 

order to communicate information about the past. 

 

English 
Write stories that contain mythical, 

legendary or historical characters or 

events.- Creation Story 
- Use techniques used by authors to create 

characters and settings. 

- Use a range of descriptive phrases 

including some collective nouns. 

-Use connectives that signal time, shift 

attention, inject suspense and shift the 

setting. 

-Write sentences that include: 

      • conjunctions    • adverbs  • direct 

speech, punctuated correctly  • clauses • 

adverbial phrases. 

Write instructions- Mexican 

Recipes  
-Use the main features of a type of writing 

(identified in reading). 

- Extending the range of sentences with 

more than one clause by using a wider 

range of conjunctions, 

 

 

Computing 

Create and edit sounds. 

Control when they are heard, 

their volume, duration and 

rests. 

Use some of the advanced 

features of applications and 

devices in order to 

communicate ideas, work or 

messages professionally. 

Science 

Ecosystems- Can we find examples of 

how people have changed the 

environment for growing crops in our 

town? Can we find examples of where 

people changing their environment has 

caused problems?  

Nutrition- How does modern diet 

compare with the Maya? Do most of us 

eat grains, meat, fish and fruit? Can we 

create a chart for a healthy balanced 

diet? How does this compare with what 

most of us eat?  

Magnets- What can we find out about 

how compasses work? Can we make a 

compass that might have been used on 

Mayan ships?  

Maths 
Statistics 
• Interpret and present data using bar 

charts, pictograms and tables.• Solve one-

step and two-step questions (for example, 

‘How many more?’ and ‘How many 

fewer?’) using information presented in 

scaled bar charts, pictograms and tables • 

Interpret and present discrete and 

continuous data using appropriate 

graphical methods, including bar charts 

and time graphs.  • Solve comparison, sum 

and difference problems using information 

presented in bar charts, pictograms, tables 

and other graphs. 

Measures 
•Measure, compare, add and subtract: 

lengths (m/cm/mm) 

•Measure the perimeter of simple 2-D 

shapes. 

 

 

 Outside learning- settlements & food and farming  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art and design 

Replicate some of the 

techniques used by notable 

artists, artisans and designers. 

 

Create original pieces that are 

influenced by studies of 

others. 

DT 

 

-Prepare ingredients 

hygienically using appropriate 

utensils. 

-Measure ingredients to the 

nearest gram accurately. 

-Follow a recipe. 

-Assemble or cook ingredients 

(controlling the temperature of 

the oven or hob, if cooking). 

PSHE 

Listen to others, showing 

attention. 

 

Think of the effect of behaviour on 

others before acting. 

 

Describe the points of view of 

others. 

R.E. 

Hinduism 

Identify religious artefacts and 
explain how and why they are 
used. 

Describe religious buildings and 
explain how they are used. 

 

P.E. 

Dance  
-Plan, perform and repeat 

sequences.-Move in a clear, 

fluent and expressive manner.-

Refine movements into 

sequences.-Create dances and 

movements that convey a 

definite idea.-Change speed and 

levels within a performance.  

 

• Develop physical 

MFL 
-Identify countries and 
communities where 
the language is spoken. 
-Demonstrate some 
knowledge 
and understanding of the 
customs and features of the 
countries or communities 
where the language is 
spoken. 

 

 

Music 
Compose- 

 Choose, order, combine and 

control sounds to create an 

effect. -Use digital technologies 

to compose pieces of music. 

Describe music 

- Evaluate music using musical 

vocabulary to identify areas of 

likes and dislikes. 

-Understand layers of sounds 

and discuss their effect on mood 

and feelings. 

 

Vocabulary 

civilisation        ceremony 

monarchy        innovations 

parliament       codices 

source             abandoned 

ancient            traditions 

Maya              Mayan 

architects        sacrifice 

Tropic of Cancer   time zone 


